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BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE FOR ALL

This Policy Pack brings together policy proposals from the Working Groups of the Civil
20 (C20), the alliance gathering this year more than 550 civil society organizations and

networks from all over the world to actively participate in the dialogue with the G20.

Continuing to raise our call for a democratic and participatory multilateralism, considering
the UN as the legitimate space for policy discussions and decisions, we would like to build
on the dialogue with the G20, using the opportunity provided to the G20 Engagement
Groups. The C20 calls on the G20 to implement the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development at the national level, as well as to use its economic power to strengthen the
UN multilateral frameworks undertaking responsibility at the international level to make

the respect of Human Rights a reality for all.

In the second year of an extremely devastating pandemic, that is amplifying already
existing unacceptable inequalities and injustices, we want to raise our concerns on the
global situation and to share our policy asks and recommendations on the role and

responsibility the Group of 20 should undertake.

%> THE WORLD WE WANT
The world we want is made up of people sharing their vulnerability and skills and creating

this way the conditions for a full and dignified life.

The community we want is not built on the “strong” able to include the “weak” in their
powerful world. Instead, it is built by the vulnerable on a humanizing relation that shares
vulnerability, beauty and skills to create prosperity. Such a bond of solidarity and respon-
sibility is the framework of human rights: an ethical choice that makes us powerful thanks
to the common responsibility.

Human Rights are the ethical compass that makes it possible to design and share poli-
cies and paths, where there are not ‘developed’ and ‘developing, strong and weak, but
persons who become, without anyone excluded, citizens: right-holders and duty-bearers,

holding the same dignity, sharing common and differentiated responsibilities.
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In this framework, civil society organizations have been promoting a reflection on policy
coherence with the ethical connection to Human Rights and they represent a space for

participation and dialogue between citizens and decision makers.

ﬁ> THE WORLD WE HAVE: SOME CHALLENGES

Inequalities

Looking at the world, the profound level of inequalities is clearly visible. The outrageous
distance between those who have access to education, safe food, health care, freedoms
and opportunities and those who have not prior to the global pandemic was already vast
and increased in 2020 and 2021.

The richest countries have at least the possibility to count on strong public solidarity
mechanisms, such as the Next Generation EU Fund of the European Union, or on fast
provisions of vaccines shared by their public health systems, yet these mechanisms and
opportunities are denied to or not available to the majority of the world population. The
solidarity initiatives put in place by the richest countries, and by many G20 members
among them, are not comparable to the strength of the tools launched and implemented
internally by low- and middle-income countries. This situation increases the level of
disparities in many fields, from the access to health care to the impact on education, from
the burden on household incomes to the working opportunities of private actors, families

and micro businesses.

Attack on the Planet

A 150-year run of unregulated economic growth and a consequent rise in greenhouse
gas emissions have pushed average global temperatures to 1°C above pre-industrial
levels. Extreme weather events, biodiversity loss, deforestation and soil degradation have
increased in frequency and intensity, worsening hunger and undernutrition.

This is a clear attack on the Planet resulting from human lifestyles, careless production and
consumption choices, lack of adequate policies, yet those who bear the least responsibility
for climate change are the ones who are suffering the most. This climate injustice requires
a bold initiative in scale and scope and a systemic revision of the narrative for action and
the political approach. One of the major blind spots in climate change and environmental

decision-making has been the framing of these issues as a geopolitical and economic

matter instead of an outcome of human and societal choices. For this reason, we do
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believe that the decision-making needs to be urgently reframed in order to prioritize

a joint worldwide commitment towards climate justice and just transition.

Violence

Violence is growing in the world. We see it in the perpetuation of local military conflicts
killing mostly civilians. Incredibly, the world is still hosting wars, despite the rhetoric
repeated for years by the world leaders.

Violence is not limited to armed conflicts: it's spreading also when governments are
using the force to humiliate peoples and their democratic rights. Some recent facts
are only the last of a never-ending list of governments shooting at their citizens,
killing indigenous people asking for their rights, imposing with weapons the will of a
few but powerful, harming democracy and pretending to use the law of force instead
of the force of law.

This culture of violence is also jeopardizing the relations among people, fueling
and strengthening forms of structural violence in our societies. Organized crime
consolidates its power at different levels. Violence against women and girls in all
their diversity, as a structural phenomenon as well as violence against children and
all vulnerable people have been growing and amplified during the lockdowns, often
leaving the affected people alone and more vulnerable. This permanent phenomenon

is outrageous.

Attack on Democracy

The growing culture of violence has a perverse effect, feeding a general violent en-
vironment in our communities and in politics. Arrogant attitudes, populism and na-
tionalism are poisoning the political space. Democratic and respectful discussions
become increasingly difficult. Instead of promoting dialogue, populist leaders spread
contempt for their opponents and fuel fake news, that a non-regulated digital envi-
ronment amplifies, corrupting and degrading the internal political environment. Sa-
fety of political spaces and of economic and social fabric are threatened also by the
weaponization of cyber tools and cyberattacks.

Similarly, racism is growing again, feeding violence against those who are ‘diverse’.
The controversial reactions against the Black Lives Matter Campaign and discrimina-

tory attitudes and the campaigns targeting the LGBTQI+ community, among others,
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show how deep the problem is, ethically, culturally and politically.

Democracy is undermined and challenged, particularly when public institutions are weak.

éj> THE WORLD WE NEED

The world we need is a world where all people are respected and have the right and the
real possibility to actively participate in shaping their lives and contribute to wellbeing for
them and their communities.

To achieve this goal, we need to create the proper space for our interactions, with adequate
and strong public institutions at national and international level, able to promote peace,
dialogue and participation and to avoid any kind of exclusion and discrimination, including
gender and sexual orientation and gender identities.

Our interconnections and interdependency are so profound that we need strong
institutions at the global level if we want to be able to govern the processes. That is
why we insist on the importance of the UN system and of multilateral frameworks and
mechanisms that improve participation of citizens, communities and civil society.
The alternative is a world dominated by relations of power, that will inevitably enhance
differences and conflict, with solutions that are solved with power and domination.

The UN 2030 Agenda is a good opportunity to involve citizens, governments and all
stakeholders, including the private sector, in a shared commitment of ‘common and

differentiated responsibilities’ to shape a better world.

éj> A CALL TO THE G20

We channel voices and views of millions of citizens extremely worried about the risks
faced by the world.

We know how difficult it is to find a common position, to negotiate among different par-
tisan interests. But we cannot forget the real interest of the people in the world, starting
from the most vulnerable and the dangers we are collectively facing. For this reason, we
need a different G20: accountable and stronger in fostering UN frameworks and goals,
faster in sharing its financial power, clearer in promoting human rights at home and in
the international arena.

As this Policy Pack will explain in more detail, we ask for a stronger commitment of the

G20 in several sectors. In this particular year the G20 can play a fundamental role in the

global health agenda. While some steps have been taken, like the focus on the One Health
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Approach, still a lot must be done, particularly about the COVID-19 tools production
and availability all over the world. In this regard, we welcome the initiative of South

Africa and India on the TRIPS waiver and reiterate our urgent call to support it.

The role of the G20 is fundamental for the sustainability of our planet. For this,
the reaffirmation of the 2030 Agenda, the Paris Agreement and the Financin for
Development Agenda is necessary with critical attention to climate and food justice,
women and girls' empowerment and agency, gender equality, adequate universal

social protection and universal health coverage.

The G20 can be relevant also in the way G20 actors negotiate and manage, through
trade, their contribution to the global supply chains. The actions of G20 members
play a heavy role in the way many other countries, supplying commodities or
manufactured goods, implement their national 2030 Agenda.

Trade contracts are imposing terms that, after the failure of the Doha Agenda, are
not related to the development goals but are increasingly determined by the political
pressure of big international companies.

In this context, just transition risks being undermined and the current transformative
process evolves without the needed care. This could generate negative impacts on
all workers and their families, on the planet and on democracy. Political initiative is
needed, combined with a consistent regulation of the digital environment in order to

transform those risks into inclusive opportunities.

We are also concerned about the fundamental role played by the G20 in the
financial dimension. We would like a proactive G20, able to act sharing and providing
resources at the international level to fund the 2030 Agenda, to improve conditions
for sustainable financing for development, and be more pragmatically active in

increasing the fiscal spaces of low- and middle-income countries.
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Policy coherence and coordination between Sherpa and Finance Tracks

All these priorities are strongly interconnected. The just transition includes rules for
workers as well as rules for the environment; the development agenda and the trade
agenda have to be tuned and designed together. Any policy must be planned with a
gender transformative lens, and with a link to education and to strengthen our global
citizenship.That is why our call is also for strengthening policy coherence. Too often the
activity of some G20 Working Groups or Task Forces seemed disconnected from the
others. Moreover, we question the distinction between Sherpa and Finance Tracks. In too
many cases the agenda of the Ministries of Finances ‘shapes’ the political decisions of the
G20. Once again, we face a situation where actors play a relevant political role without

having received a specific political mandate. We think this is not acceptable.

To avoid these limits, we suggest continuing in some good examples like the joint
Ministerial Meetings. In particular we suggest including permanently in the G20 agenda a
Development, Foreign Affairs and Finance joint Ministerial Meetings.

We suggest the merging of the Sherpa and the Finance Tracks under the coordination
and the responsibility of the Head of States and Governments and their representatives,
the G20 Sherpas, in order to have a clear and coordinated process.

Moreover, if we really want to be inclusive, we need to clearly define a G20 Agenda on
Gender Equality aiming at implementing gender mainstreaming and establish a Gender

Equality Ministerial meeting consistent with the other G20 processes.

éﬁ> G20 AND €20

A challenging condition for civil society

The international civil society submitted its calls to the G20 even before the creation
of the Engagement Groups. We continue playing our role, in connection with our
locally based groups and communities, in order to facilitate a participatory process of
citizenship, to release proposals through a bottom-up process. Civil society is active in
putting forward proposals based on Human Rights with a gender transformative lens,
and always suggesting alternative visions and concrete recommendations. Civil society is
active and necessary to provide independent monitoring of the processes, and upholding
transparency in decision-making. Civil society is active in denouncing abuses and crimes.

We play our role in order to contribute to improve the public decision-making process.
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The risks

In the above-mentioned climate of violence, and in an environment of decreasing
funding, civil society faces increasing risks and challenges in playing its role. In
addition, in recent years, we have witnessed an increasing shrinking of civic spaces.
Many governments and leaders try to delegitimize and discredit civil society activists.
In some countries they are persecuted and victims of fake news. Sometimes this
happens in violent and arrogant ways, like the killing of representatives of indigenous
organizationin Latin America or the campaign of discredit against NGOs saving people
in the Mediterranean Sea, the too frequent arbitrary detentions or the restrictive

conditions that NGOs in several cases face in providing humanitarian assistance.

Building on the dialogue

The G20, through the Engagement Group framework, can play an adequate role
in building up political dialogue with civil society. We call on the G20 members to
implement at the national level inclusive and transparent mechanisms to engage
with civil society and communities for dialogue, guaranteeing all kinds of freedom,

including freedom from violence.

Lastly, the internal processes of the G20 should be increasingly opened. The
dialogue the C20 Working Groups have with the G20 Working Groups in some cases
is constructive, in others it is limited. The process can be significatively improved to

ensure inclusiveness and engagement.

We call and count on the 2021 G20 Presidency and Troika to identify the relevant
lessons learnt and good practices that can be imparted to the next G20 Presidencies,
leaving a permanent legacy that will improve the quality of the C20-G20 to be utilized

and enhanced in the following years.
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2030 AGENDA AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Relevant G20 commitments

The G20 has identified the following committments, as stated by Leaders’ Declaration.

“We remain resolved to play a leading role in contributing to the timely im-
plementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda”.

G20 2020 Leaders' Declaration

“We will continue our efforts to reduce inequalities, reaffirming our previous
commitments to promote inclusive growth”.

G20 2020 Leaders' Declaration

“We support access to comprehensive, robust, and adaptive social protection
for all, including those in the informal economy, and endorse the use of the
Policy Options for Adapting Social Protection to Reflect the Changing Patterns
of Work”

G20 2020 Leaders’ Declaration

“We reaffirm our commitment to tackling the challenges in food security and
nutrition, as well as reinforcing the efficiency, resilience, and sustainability of
food and agriculture supply-chains, especially in light of the effects of the pan-
demic”.

G20 2020 Leaders’ Declaration
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