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Introduction

The Civil Society 20 is pleased to produce the 
2020 C20 Policy Pack, which includes 11 policy 
papers addressing G20 priorities for this year, 
along with maintaining the continuity of civil 
society demands to G20 Leaders from previous 
years. The pack provides the C20 policy 
recommendations for G20 working groups 
in both tracks: Sherpa and Finance Tracks. 
We are hopeful that during this year, the G20 
Finance Track considers the perspective and 
experience of Civil Society, and does not limit 
its stakeholder engagement to the business 
community. 

The C20 policy papers have been developed 
through an extensive consultation process, 
representing the views of over 700 Civil Society 
Organizations from across the globe -including 
non-G20 countries and small island nations- 
that are affected by G20 policies and decisions.
We have developed our policy papers guided 
by our principles of inclusivity, transparency, 
independence, collaboration, human rights, 
gender equality and women empowerment. 

While addressing this year’s G20 priorities, 
we have also identified the gaps. This year’s 
policy pack was highly influenced by the 
global outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Our policy papers address the urgency 
of the global situation, but also provide 
recommendations for redefining a new 
normal for the recovery period. In addition, 
the C20 policy pack reminds G20 Leaders 
of the many commitments they made 
without proper implementation or follow 
through, namely numerous commitments 

on women & youth empowerment, on 
combating corruption, along with achieving 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals. As 
civil society organizations, we act as vehicles 
for citizens’ empowerment, and work on 
enhancing governmental accountability and 
transparency. We hope to provide, through the 
C20 policy pack, critical insights and actionable 
recommendations that achieve equality and 
justice, especially for vulnerable communities, 
while protecting our planet, to fulfill the 
promise of leaving no one behind. 
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C2The policy pack includes 11 policy 
briefs representing the views of the 
C20 working groups, which mirror 
G20 working groups: 

The pack 
also includes 
proposals for 
implementation 
plans, guidelines 
& principles, 
along with case 
studies that we 
believe will help 
G20 working 
groups and 
officials towards 
designing 
implementable 
commitments.
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Policy Papers

A.

C20
C20 Sherpa Track 
Compendium
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Anti-
Corruption 
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As a result of the global pandemic institutions 
are channeling huge quantities of funds into 
health and sanitation systems around the 
world, which requires close monitoring and 
oversight to ensure accountability and equity.

Pushing back against closing civic 
space, protecting whistleblowers and 
supporting human rights defenders 
are essential for more democratic, 
accountable societies.

Open & Just Response 
to the Global Pandemic, 

through:

Accountability of the 
G20 process needs to be 

enhanced and further 
developed to allow for 

proper implementation of 
G20 commitments, by: 

G20 governments must 
use technology as a tool 

for anti-corruption efforts, 
to improve transparency 
and information-sharing, 
and to engage citizens in 

decision-making.

of C20 Anti-Corruption Recommendations for 2020:

Summary

H i g h l i g h t s

 Adhering to open data 
standards

 Gender mainstreaming

 Robust whistleblower 
protection for anyone 
disclosing fraud 

 Establishing better 
reporting mechanisms 
& assessment of 
implementation

 Work closely with C20 
on mainstreaming 
accountability into other 
G20 streams of work 

 Commit to publishing all 
G20 documents online

 Adopt and adapt 
financial management 
information systems to 
ensure the transparency 
of public spending;  

 Prioritize data privacy and 
security issues above all; 

 Support open 
government principles 
in partnership with users 
and civil society 

6
2020 Civil Society 20 
Policy Pack



Anti-
Corruption

Relevant G20 Commitments & Statements 

The Context

“Combating 
corruption 
remains a top 
priority for the 
G20. Preventing 
and fighting 
corruption…are 
core to maintaining 
the rule of law”

“No country 
is immune (to 
corruption) and 
governments 
cannot tackle it 
alone: we need 
the support of 
business and 
civil society.”

In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, we can see clearly why equitable and 
sustainable global development is impossible unless we fight corruption. 
Healthcare and sanitation systems that have been gutted by corruption around 
the world hinder our ability to address the pandemic; while many citizens are 
asked to pay bribes they cannot afford for access to the care and support they 
need. Meanwhile huge amounts of spending in response to the pandemic 
needs to be accountable and well managed if it is to aid recovery. Corruption 
continues to cost trillions every year; and kills millions of people as a result of the 
exclusion, poverty and insecurity it perpetuates. 

A key aim of the Saudi G20 Presidency is empowering people- particularly 
women and youth. This is impossible without directly confronting corruption, 
building accountability of governments and businesses, and supporting values-
based decision-making. Civil society plays a central role in this process, which 
also requires, therefore, concerted efforts to push back against closing civic and 
political space everywhere; support for citizens that are speaking up against 
graft; and governance mechanisms that include citizen voices in meaningful 
ways. 

The G20 must go much further in implementing previous anti-corruption 
commitments, bolster accountability and demonstrate a clear commitment 
to this agenda going forward. The C20 believes now is the time for the G20 
to take important steps to improve accountability and fight corruption 
within healthcare systems. The C20 also recognizes and supports the G20 
Anti-Corruption Working Group’s focus on additional key priorities, with a 
recognition that gender considerations should be mainstreamed within each. 
The C20 would like to suggest the following recommendations to improve the 
G20’s approach to anti-corruption.

“We need to 
accelerate the 
implementation 
of our past 
commitments, 
which will be one of 
the priorities of the 
ACWG in the next 
three years.”

“Focus stronger 
political attention 
and leadership on 
G20 anti-corruption 
priorities… setting 
concrete, practical 
commitments… and 
continuing to publish 
an annual progress 
report.”

G20 Anti-Corruption Action Plan
2019-2021
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 Complete transparency of all COVID-19 and 
other health spending and emergency 
procurement in all countries according to 
open data standards, with contracts and 
disbursements that include relevant anti-
corruption clauses and which are made 
fully open and accessible to the public. All 
contractors and sub-contractors should be 
required to provide beneficial ownership 
information;

 Oversight boards to oversee the management 
of and reporting on stimulus funds, and 
increased funding for Inspectors General and 
relevant government accountability offices to 
assist government entities with their oversight 
responsibilities;

 Insistence that emergency laws passed during 
COVID-19 are not used to curtail human 
rights or oversight in the longer-term and are 
expressly temporary in nature; 

 Ongoing efforts to ensure citizens and CSOs 
can provide monitoring and oversight of the 
delivery of healthcare and sanitation, and 
robust whistleblower protections for any 
healthcare workers and citizens disclosing 
corruption or fraud within healthcare, relief 
funding and procurement systems at any time.

1. Ensure accountability and fight 
corruption within public health and 
emergency procurement in response 
to COVID-19.

Position:
The COVID-19 epidemic and the global 
response to it has highlighted once again 
the importance of ensuring accountability 
and transparency for public resources, and 
in public trust of governments. Because 
of the urgent nature of the response to 
COVID-19, G20 governments must push to 
ensure requisite attention and oversight of 
procurement, relief funding and healthcare 
provision and integrate specific anti-corruption 
commitments into COVID-19 and relief-related 
legislation. Additional efforts should include:

A. C20 Sherpa Track Compendium
Anti-Corruption
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 Adopt and adapt financial 
management information systems to 
register emergency response funds 
and publish open data using standards 
including the Beneficial Ownership 
Data Standard (BODS), the Open Fiscal 
Data Package (OFDP) and the Open 
Contracting Data Standards (OCDS), 
to ensure the transparency of public 
spending;

 Support for the development and use 
of ICT tools to fight corruption- such as 
e-procurement platforms- that are as 
inclusive as possible, while prioritizing 
data privacy and security issues above 
all;

 Support open government principles 
to engage and design ICT systems in 
partnership with users and civil society 
to improve government responsiveness 
and preparedness to citizens; and 
ensure information about corruption 
issues is shared in understandable ways 
with relevant public, private and civil 
society stakeholders, locally, nationally 
and internationally;   

 Establish ICT-based communication 
channels, measures and systems 
(supplemented by offline equivalents) to 
facilitate public reporting of corruption 
offences in line with the G20 High-Level 
Principles for the Effective Protection of 
Whistleblowers and in accordance with 
articles 13 & 33 of the UNCAC.

 Adoption of legal frameworks to establish or 
improve enabling environments for PPPs, 
and support for innovative PPP governance 
structures such as ethical councils or trusts;

 Proactive disclosure of critical information 
at every step of the PPP process, according 
to open data standards and disclosure 
frameworks such as the Open Contracting for 
Infrastructure Data Standard;

 Consistent efforts to ensure PPPs become 
people focused by engaging citizens around 
information- particularly financial data- related 
to projects at every stage, and through the 
development of accessible platforms that use 
citizen-generated data to improve decision-
making.

2. Facilitate the use of and share 
lessons around ICTs and open 
data for anti-corruption

3. Build integrity within Public-
Private Partnerships (PPPs)

Position:
While technology is just one part of any 
solution, the G20 governments must 
use technology where possible for anti-
corruption efforts, to improve transparency 
and information-sharing, and to engage 
citizens in decision-making. This should 
include:

Position:
In cases where it can be demonstrated with 
sufficient evidence that PPPs are clearly in 
the interest of citizens, have been subject to 
significant public scrutiny and will support 
social and environmental equity, G20 
governments should find ways to ensure 
these partnerships are transparent and 
accountable through:

A. C20 Sherpa Track Compendium
Anti-Corruption
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